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10th March 2022. 

 

Re: The Urgent Need for A Heritage Centre in Chorley Town Centre 

 
The Chorley Heritage Centre group has achieved much (please see Appendix). However, we have not yet realised our 

major aim of establishing a heritage centre at the heart of the town. The location is vital in contributing to maximum 

footfall. We ask for your support in demonstrating the demand for such a centre and helping to establish it. This would 

be a central focal point for the town’s pride, in being: 

a) A distribution point for a town trail; b) an information point; c) a meeting place for cultural and heritage groups; 

d) A key part of a developing civic centre; e) an exhibition centre, available to local groups and individuals 

 

It could be a suitable building or even just a room. It is vital that it is in the town centre, thus encouraging footfall to the 

town’s businesses and market. Suitable sites might be: most evidently the previous Citizens’ Advice Bureau on 

Fazackerley Street, but also the ground floor of an unused appropriate historic building in Market Street or environs, or  

a new building on Town Green/ inside Astley Park Gates, a Market Walk Shop, a room in the Library or Primrose 

Gardens. 

Our Heritage Group would provide voluntary support, stewarding and experience. Other groups, active in promoting 

Chorley’s history, heritage and culture, would be given the opportunity to be involved. It does not matter who owns it. 

The centre needs to be created as soon as possible. The Heritage Group has lost its base at Astley Farmhouse owing to 

the facility being turned over to a commercial use and the promised inclusion in the Coach House redevelopment being 

shelved. In any case, Astley Hall is not central to Chorley. 

Alongside many hours of planning and organisation led by Chorley Heritage Group and supported by similar groups and 

St Laurence’s Church, the Council spent significant sums on the Mayflower 400 Membership, the appointment of an 

officer to work with the Myles Standish project and the G7 Speakers’ Conference September 2021 (which included a 

visit to the Myles Standish Exhibition in St Laurence’s church). There is a danger that any momentum from these events 

will be dissipated. A visible heritage centre continuing the interest in the town’s history for residents and visitors would 

be a great tool in extracting value from the initiatives above. 

Few towns of Chorley’s size and stature have failed to establish a heritage centre. This omission can be rectified by your 

support and thus the creation of a town centre heritage hub become a reality. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Jenny Cree and the Committee of Chorley Heritage Centre Group 
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Please demonstrate your support by signing and returning the slip below, either by response to the covering email 

address, or to the Secretary, Chorley Heritage Centre Group, 22 Yarrow Gate, Chorley, PR7 3 AZ, or messaging 

www.chorleyheritagecentre.co.uk, or writing direct to your local councillor). Please reply as soon as possible; we 

would hope to present a report, by 2nd June, to coincide with the celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

I/we support the establishment of a Chorley  Heritage Centre as a matter of importance and urgency 

 

Name…………………………………………………………………..        Organisation ( if relevant)…………………………. 

 

Preferred Contact Details……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My/Our own ideas about a new heritage centre for Chorley, as part of a developing civic hub: 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

(should you wish, please continue on additional sheet below) 

 

Appendix: Chorley Heritage Centre Group 

Chorley Heritage Centre Group has been in existence for over ten years. During these years we have registered several 

notable successes: 

 

Achieving national accreditation status, working with West Yorkshire Archive, 2011 

Winning the award as Best New Archive from the Great Britain and Ireland Archive and Heritage Group (2012) 

Organising the town’s first Heritage Fair (Town Hall 2013) 
Hosting the national conference of the GB and Ireland Archive and Heritage Group (Town Hall 2014) 
Providing key exhibitions and voluntary stewardship at the Astley Farmhouse, Library and other sites  
Saving important artefacts and documents from the skip-  hard copies  Chorley Guardian, oral history 
Winning two National Heritage Lottery Fund grants, including the recent Chorley Celebrates Myles Standish (2019-21) 
Providing enrichment for schools, for example creating study packs, activity sessions and working with Homescapes to 
develop the Mayflower Garden at Duxbury, 2022+ 
Longstanding partnership with UCLAN, from creating the Commander Lightoller Exhibition in 2012 to partnership with 
UCLAN in ‘Temperance 190’, a project  selected by the Institute of Historical Research in marking its centenary. 

http://www.chorleyheritagecentre/
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